Laparoscopic cholecystectomy.
Traditional gall bladder surgery results in an abdominal incision requiring management of pain, possible ileus, a hospital stay of 5 to 7 days, and a six week recovery period. This type of surgery carries with it the risks of both surgery and anaesthesia and can have a high monetary cost for both the patient and the hospital. Laparoscopic cholecystectomy results in four, 1 to 3 cm incisions, that appear to produce less pain and no ileus. Hospitalization is 24 to 48 hours and complete recovery and return to work can occur within two weeks. This surgery is a safe and economical alternative to traditional surgical methods.